


Score at actual pitch (except piccolo, doublebass) in composer's handwriting; parts in the 
handwriting of Dawn Durrant 


DURATION: 18' 


INSTRUMENTATION 
3+2 2+1 2+1 2+1 Highland Bagpipes 4331 Tp 2Perc Pf Hp Strings 
Parts available from the Scottish Music Centre 


CD RECORDINGS 
The Very Best of the BBC Orchestras — a cover-mount CD with BBC Music Magazine November 
1997. Performed by BBCSSO / Osmo Vanska with Robert Wallace (bagpipes) recorded at the 1997 
Proms at the Albert Hall. (BBC MM63) 
Scotland's Music — historical survey of music from Scotland compiled by Dr John Purser. 
Calgacus is the final track in this double CD performed by BBCSSO / Takuo Yuasa with George 
Macllwham (bagpipes). Linn Records (LINN CKD 008) 


COMMENTARY 
Dr John Purser, in Scotland's Music (Mainstream, Edinburgh 2007, pages 338-339) 
Mary Miller, in The Scotsman, Edinburgh March 26" 1996 


COMMISSIONED IN 1976 BY THE BBC FOR BBC SCOTTISH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


Tacitus follows the custom of many Roman writers by expressing his critique of empire through the words 
of a key character. The Boudiccan revolt had continued for over 20 years, being pushed further and 
further north, culminating in the battle, described by Tacitus as happening at 'Mons Graupius' in 84AD in 
the Grampian hills. His account of Calgacus' speech — symbolised in the piece by the Highland Bagpipes - 
amounts to a classic definition of imperialism. Part of it reads: 


“We instinctively love our children and our kinsmen above all else. These are torn from us by conscription to 
slave in other lands. Our wives and sisters, even if they are not raped by Roman enemies, are seduced by them in 
the guise of guests and friends. Our goods and fortunes are ground down to pay tribute, our lands and its harvests 
to supply corn, our bodies and hands to build roads through woods and swamps — all under blows and insults. 
Slaves, born into slavery, once sold, get their keep from their masters. But as for us never a day passes but we pay 
and feed our enslavers. Let us, then, uncorrupted, unconquered as we are, ready to fight for freedom but never to 
repent failure, prove at the first clash of arms what heroes Caledonia has been holding in reserve. 

‘We, the last men on earth, the last of the free, have been shielded until today by the very remoteness and the 
seclusion for which we are famed. We have enjoyed the impressiveness of the unknown. But today our boundary 
is exposed; beyond us lies no nation, nothing but waves and rocks and Romans. Brigands of the world, they have 
exhausted the land by their indiscriminate plunder, and now they ransack the sea. They are unique in being as 
violently tempted to attack the poor as the wealthy. Robbery, butchery, rapine, the liars call Empire; they create a 
desolation and call it peace.” 


I had become aware of this quotation in the years before the commission, on reading it in the short-lived 

magazine Cencrastus. I had joined The Whistlebinkies three years before, regularly sitting near the sound 

of bagpipes. So it was a natural choice that they should represent the voice of Calgacus, the piece becoming 

the first to use them in a symphonic work. The group's piper, Robert Wallace, attended the premiere in 

1976 — eventually broadcasting it from the 1997 BBC Proms with the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra. 
~ Eddie McGuire May 16" 2018 
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